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Athletics: 

The future of winter sports is still uncertain at this time in 

Michigan.  The BCAM (Basketball Coaches Association of 

Michigan) has presented Governor Whitmer with a motion to 

allow basketball to start before the February 21st official start 

date.  The motion was signed by over 6000 people in favor of 

starting sports before the 21st.  In Governor Whitmer’s State of 

the State address last night, the question about sports starting 

sooner was brought up.  The question was would the state 

change its mind about starting sooner.  Governor Whitmer 

responded by saying “it's not about changing our minds, it is if 

the numbers dictate the change.”  The concern right now is the 

variant forms of the virus that have been found in our state. 

The MHSAA has yet to revise the winter sports schedule due to the uncertainty of this ever changing 

landscape.  If the MHSAA revises the winter tournament schedule it will be their third schedule change 

this season.  

At the local level, the Southwest 10 is awaiting direction from the MHSAA in hopes that some form of a 

winter sports season will be salvaged.  The athletic directors in the league have been having discussions 

about what would fit best with their schools but until there is some direction given by the governing 

bodies there is little they can do at this point. 

For the athletes involved in winter sports they are still allowed to practice, with no contact, until 

February 21, 2021.  Attendance at practice is still expected if the athlete plans on participating in the 

competitions their teams participate in.  This is also a great way to stay in shape and work on individual 

skills that may not always take precedence when team activities are involved. 

In summary, the winter sports season is in a holding pattern until there is further direction from the 

State of Michigan and the MHSAA.  In the meantime it is paramount that we practice social distancing, 

frequent hand washing, and masking up.  Taking these simple steps will help get our sports season back 

in full swing, hopefully sooner than later. 

#Ranger Strong 
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Special Programs January 2021 Report 

 
Adult and Alternative Ed Program 

Our number of students registered in our program are increasing, and we are glad to see 
our community members enrolling and paving their road to remove barriers to attain higher 
education.  

Communication with our students is ongoing, we have weekly phone calls, emails, Zoom 
meetings with students-- these are going well and recorded in the required mentor log format. 
Students know they are accountable for their progress. In addition to discussing weekly 
academic pace. Students are guided to be an active participant and advocate for his/her 
own learning. This means: 

1)    Know yourself academically (areas of strength and weakness) 

2)    Know what you need academically (Academic goal/ How many classes do you need to 
graduate?) 

3)    Know how to get what you need academically (ask for help when needed) 

 We have in place one on one sessions scheduled with our Certified High School 
teachers and tutor to work with students in areas needing extra support. Students come to our 
premises to receive this support or via Zoom. The continuation of  a two way communication 
with all stakeholders is a priority and phone calls are being made to ensure students are logging 
in to do school work in their assigned classes for the required 6 hours a week, in addition to any 
extra time they have to move forward to reach their academic goals. 

Our GED Testing Center is open now! We are open on Thursdays. We have students 
actively preparing for their tests, while receiving support via a preparation program offered here 
at our school. If you are interested, give us a call. We are happy to assist you!  

 

  

  
“NEVER GIVE UP ON A DREAM JUST BECAUSE OF THE TIME IT WILL TAKE TO ACCOMPLISH IT. THE TIME WILL PASS 
ANYWAY.” –EARL NIGHTINGALE 

  You can do it. We can help! 
Adult & Alternative Education program. Join us! 
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Special Education 
 
As is known, we offered targeted students the opportunity to attend in-person when the majority 

of students were virtual surrounding the holiday breaks. We averaged a 65% attendance 

rate.  We are pleased to have been able to offer this and it proved beneficial to many students.   

 

Students are currently completing their NWEA testing.  Initial review of results is showing 

significant growth for our population. These results are telling of the staff’s work and 

commitment toward effectively serving students.   

 

This fall Lisa Phillips, Special Education teacher, applied for the Midwest Energy and 

Communication (MEC) Strengthening Schools Grant. This grant awards school districts monies 

up to $2,500.   We were awarded $2,500! These funds will be used toward developing our 

program in Nonviolent Crisis Intervention (NCI) through the Crisis Prevention Institute (CPI).  In 

the past, we have contracted with other districts to deliver the annual training required because 

we did not have a CPI certified instructor. With these funds we will secure an in-district CPI 

certified instructor to ensure that each crisis prevention building team is trained in a timely and 

efficient manner.   NCI helps to deescalate a situation so the student can remain in the 

education; environment. CPI provides staff with the skills to safely recognize and respond to 

everyday crisis situations.   This is a huge benefit to the district and we are very thankful for 

MEC for awarding us the grant. Thank you Lisa for going above and beyond to do this important 

work.   Following displays the process: 
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To learn more: 
 

https://www.crisisprevention.com/ 
 

Again, I am pleased and proud of the dedicated, committed work our teachers, administrators, 
and support staff are doing to serve our students individually and effectively.  Thank you!  

 
 

Curriculum / Grants & Assessment 

 
NWEA Testing 
 

MAP Growth is a powerful tool for helping your child’s teacher 
understand how best to support every kid’s academic needs. 
In the fall, teachers use MAP Growth scores to understand 
individual student needs and set personalized learning goals 
for the year, based on the learning expectations set for your 

child’s grade at the state level. In the winter, they use the scores to gauge progress and 
course-correct as needed. In the spring, scores predict how a student is likely to 
perform on the state-mandated end-of-year test while there’s still enough time to modify 
instruction. 
Helping kids focus on mastering grade-level skills during a school year is critical; we all 
want children meeting grade-level standards and successfully moving from one grade to 

 

https://www.crisisprevention.com/
https://www.nwea.org/research-data-galleries/map-growth-goal-explorer/
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the next every June. But helping kids stay engaged and develop a deep love of learning 
is important, too. Because MAP Growth shows teachers what a student knows and is 
ready to learn next—that’s the zone of proximal development I mentioned earlier—it 
makes it much easier to design lessons and assignments that keep children active in 
their learning. When kids are in the zone, so to speak, the new material they’re tasked 
with learning is just hard enough to motivate them but not so hard that they shut down. 
It’s not so easy that they get bored and check out, either. 
What are some of the ways you might see your child’s teacher make decisions based on MAP 
Growth results? If test scores reflect that the whole class needs to brush up on fractions or 
reading comprehension, for example, they’ll likely rework their lesson plan so there’s time to 
revisit and conquer those topics before moving on to more difficult tasks. If scores show student 
needs are widely different, your child’s teacher can use that data to personalize instruction. One 
of the coolest things about MAP Growth is that it helps teachers quickly and easily access 
materials that can help each student get to the next step in their learning. For example, teachers 
can use MAP Growth scores to build personalized math learning paths for kids in grades 3–8 
using Khan Academy (your school may rely on a tool we created with Khan called MAP® 
Accelerator™), or they can find the right text for practicing reading and comprehension with 
Newsela. 
 

NWEA MAP testing is occurring now across the district. The window will close next 
week and then scores will be available. For more information about NWEA MAP view 
the NWEA Family Toolkit. This shows helpful videos and gives information about how 
you can help at home. 
 
 

 
.  
Parent Echo Viewer- 
Parents can get notifications through ECHO about students’ grades. 
Use the Parent Echo User Guide- found on our website to find out how. 
 

 
Early Middle College 
Early Middle College information for students has been sent out. Any student who is interested 
in earning their associate’s or career certificate while in high school will have the opportunity to 
apply. This is a great way to earn a degree while in high school at no cost. 
 
Contact Mrs. Brawley for more information: bbrawley@cassopolis.org 
 
What is Early Middle College? 

 
Through the Early Middle College (EMC) Program, you will earn a college degree and or career 
certificate.  The EMC is structured so that you gradually increase your exposure to college 
courses over a five-year span. You take college classes during 11th and 12th grades along with 
your high school classes, and then attend college full time during the fifth year of high school to 
complete the program. 

 

https://www.nwea.org/blog/2020/the-zone-of-proximal-development-zpd-the-power-of-just-right/
https://www.khanacademy.org/
https://www.nwea.org/map-accelerator/
https://www.nwea.org/map-accelerator/
https://newsela.com/
https://www.nwea.org/the-map-suite/family-toolkit/
http://www.cassopolis.k12.mi.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_12205019/Image/Ross%20Beatty/ECHO%20PARENT%20USER%20GUIDE%202%20(2).pdf
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Currently, we partner with Lake Michigan College and Southwestern Michigan College. 
Students are able to apply to one college and take a program that aligns with their career 
pathway. 

 
What are the Benefits of Early Middle College? 

1. You can earn a career certificate or an Associate's Degree while still in high school. This 
will help you advance through your educational path and start your career years earlier 
than a traditional educational program. 

2. If a four-year college is in your future, you will have a smooth transition.  Both Lake 
Michigan College and Southwestern Michigan College participate in the state-wide 
Michigan Transfer Agreement and has individual transfer agreements with universities 
throughout Michigan and Indiana. 

3. You will be able to save money as you pursue a college degree through an additional 
year of high school used to complete your college program. 

 

 

Other Upcoming Events: Mark your calendar!  

February 8 BOE meeting, 6:30PM 
February 10-11 Parent Teacher Conferences 
February 15 No School, Presidents’ Day 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Math and Science Center Information 
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